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lm ol’ ho.. ¥. J. Liniejohn,
' PEYORE THE
Dmomtiu State Convemtion, °
* " Held at' Detroit, Marek 5, 1962
Gentlomen of the Cuthv antion asd. Fallow-Citlsens

Deeming it due to my official station, T
have for the past four yoars, abstained
from attendiog political conventions, I
oven doelined being a delegate to this
convenition. Dut when the time arrived,
I was irresigtibly impelled in this diree-
tion. I became am unrepining eaptive
to my‘own feelings; a voluntary prisoner
to & tegly intensified intorest in all public
mavements, touching our national peril,
and the vexed problem of a safe, happy,
and honorable deliverance therefrom.

I came, 'however, as an ontsider, a
silent observer, intending nevertheless, if
need be, to whisperin some friendly ear,
words of peace and harmony] words of
onlmnoessand cantion, and words of hope,
of manly courage and high resolve ; and
above all, to point unceasingly to the
procepts and examples of 76, and to the
ancient’ ways onr fathers trod. By the
partislity of old-time frieuds, and the in-
dulgence of the convention, T have been
suddenly foisted upon this platform, dnd
constituted, pro Aae vice, one of your
namber.

Now that I am hero, standing in this
tioble presence, I have no excuse to urge,
no apology to offer, and nolapecial justifi-
cation to plead for being present, or tak-
ing part in your deliberations. The
contitry and the times alike demand, and
the government may rightfully claim, the
cordial and united support of all Unioa-
loving citizens. Claiming to have stead-
fastly oceupied that position, and déém-
ing the preseut a fitting ocoasion for the
spoutaneons pledge of fealty to rightiul
authority; 1 intend, within my sphere, to
bioth spéak and act freely, as becomos a
]uyal Amorican gitizen——fearlaaly, as be
coties a northern democrat—and paériol-
ieally, as becomes one born under the
Jhelter of our national Hag—whose hap
pingsa it. has been, for loog years, to
fundly gaze upon the inereasiag breadth,
and mudimmed lnstre of the stars and
sbibpas, and whose present aims and fu-
tare hopes ace all centerald in the perpets
wal glory, the immortal vigor of the
Vederal constitution and Union ss our
fathers mado them,

"1 ‘the few remarks I may lava the
howgr to submit, it will be. my object to
avoid trenching upon ground more prop
erly aswignable to regular membersof the
convention, and to contént myself with
isplated points, practical suggoestions, and
plennings by the way sido. |
““Thave mo present purpdse to descant
apon the remote or even proximate canses
which have precipitated upon our gov-
ernnient ‘and’ ‘people this unnatural, but
mast formidable rebellion, For woary
manths we have been in the midst of the
sweat and blood and mortal sgony of an
interndoine war! A thousand ‘traitorous
daggers are yet flashing sud gleamiog at
tho throat of the Union! Let us first
ward off, strike down, and wrench away
theso marderous wespons!  This done
and all discossion of cause and effect may
prove l.l!l'lt!\l. The sftws of treason’s
Sorge will l.lwn bo made manifest, For,
like the pikes of “Ussowatomie Brown,”"
“the mﬂfwhnr‘ mm'& will be fornd on
haft ind blade!™ ¢

This mugh isclear. The pirus of this
wido-spreading treason is neither . trace-
able nor chargeable to anys legitimate
action of the genersl government. ~ For

T e A T

within the eirele of its (’Iohsolod powers,
lﬁ%hﬁly ﬁbﬂrhﬂg Ha conbtibdtional
obligations, No Amarigan  citizen East | the
or West, North or Bouth, could honestly
R Nip 5érord BN Trenven) WHT Yight

cm 'ﬁu&‘l’a. #«"::u fully acouse thet government.of jnjustico,
give prempl atlontion 4o Ol tﬂ remijt

*loppression, or eyefi inoquality in the be-

stowment of its natiowal benefactions.—
The attempt to drag inte .this bloody |-
isano questions of Southern States’ rights,
‘which have never boen by the gorernmemt
Tnvaded, or the mur“y of Southern in-

P Vophow it o

bubusdtivaneini it g

ties of trospassed npon. the franchises of |
noANerh Traemen, | T
| The catses of this was, whn propefly

lm, lud idns. on tlu one luﬂ. diawet-
tionlly opposed to Ahe fiaf of nature and
providential etodomy, and on the other,
subyersive of the fundamental principles,
the oxpress guarsnuties, and the solemn
compacts of the coustitutiom itself.
Thus, then, bur government stood—
the freest, the mildest, the most perfeet
on earth—dispensing its benefactions,
like the dews of heaven, wpon all orders,
classed and conditions of eitizens, aud
literally radiating happiness aud prosper-
ity from the eenter to the extremities of
this mighty republio. And this, too, at
the very moment when armed rebellion
undertopk its foul dishonor and lasting
overthrow-—ruthlessly clutching at the
heart-stringd of the Union, rending asun-
der the stripes, and wrenching off star
after star from our uational banner,
Inits basse uogratitude—its unmiti-
gated deprayity—its.immensurable wick-
cdnans<=its upbridied insolence——and its
greedy, blosd-lapping ferocity, this Amer-
ican robellion has no Listoric parallel, but
has its wrchetype, and, God graat, its
antepaet in the orime and retribution of
the rebe! afigels as they were in Milton's
version, finally ronted and burled from
the Batilements 57 Heaven.
In this civil war thus ruthlessly thrust
upon: us, all the attributes of our higher
nature—all the holy iustincts of patriot-
ismm—all ‘our precious memories of the
past, and ‘our “glorious hopes for the fu-
ture take sides with the government, and
dlister around the Presidont.
No matter upon what political platform
bie stood whilat soliciting the sufftages of
the people.. No matter by whom he was
clected, or by what majority. It is
¢nongh fof us to khow that be islawfolly
in the Presidential chair, nonder the pro-
visions of the eonstitution and the fofins
of law; and that, being thers, he invokes
oor sid to sustain the governwent, to
uphold the constitution, to defend the
Union, and to maintaio the supremacy of
the laws. This must be done, at avy
cost, and all needed sacrifice of blood and
treasare. . LTbe issue throst upon us by
this foul rebellion must be pressed to the
bitterend: hAll our material and moral
engrgies fifuvt o athered up and hurled
with  orushing foree upon this pestilent
domestic foe.. When rebels lay down
their-arme, and farnish evidence of un:
couditionhl ‘submission to law and right-
ful mathority, the war should cense, and
compromise and - coneiliation wecompany
the dlin branch of peace.

For, we are o semember that thous-
ands of loyal citizens- oseupy to-day the
soil that has beén cursed with this mania
of wecession,—this hideous leprosy of
treason; whilst thousauds more of their
neighbors, misled, bewildered and cheated
ito treason, wounld gladly now crave
ampesty qnd forgiveness for the past, and
a re-baplines  with the spirit and power
of regonerated loyalty.
Aund, again, we are especially to re-
member that we are dealing with States
baving equal wights of sovercignty and
independories with the firmest in loyalty
of our num‘!m; States that, since their
first adwission, bave never been one mo-
ment outside. the cirele of the Union——
abmolved .ﬁ‘\ﬁrﬂn binding force of the
eohstitation, of &jected from “the Eagle
ORI ts dyeiw o
The nti&- of vonfederation imported
o perpetualleaghe. The constitution was
ezptw'm 4o form a more perfect
Ugion,” and, by.the foree of the terms
o-ﬂo;ldq it bowame, in logio end in
fact, -»n he attribute of per-
p"g’lhlty 0 ‘ard iut two eontingen-
cies upon the oocurrence of which & State
ﬂ, h.dalh“’{u- the chain of
' "THe 6ue 5 an anticsble dis-
wf“‘ quﬁf Wﬂ by  fair majority
wate ol the, Amerigan people; sad the
other, » violent disruption by » suceessful
LRI A Vo skl goren:
mental grievavoes,  ,
. Aside.from \he osourrense of ons of
ihuil ovents, & Eiate oan ho more secade
trot o VRISl itk éwn volision than
» planeh, chainad b9, onr solar system by
th?uu:: lams of matier, can swing out
from'ita: I!! “and ecateor sway throogh
.t"  waldhe ad _lbh.pndmmw of

r!uma &
T, then, hﬁuuum- lmlywdﬁod
i
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man. Bo with us today. You may
erty rights, for erimes committed and
judicially proved. But yoo earinot right-
fully invade the life, liberty or property
of the loyal citizsen of even SBouth Car
oline.  You canzot degrade him ' from
the proad level of citizenship. You may
sot with impunity attempt to rob him of
the jewels of State sovereignty, equality
and independence, or tileh away his right
to the protective benefits of u State or-
gauization, constitution, and local laws.
And if Coogress inclines to hazard the
experiment of doling out to a loyal eiti-
gen the pittance of franchises awarded
to a provineial subject, and of dwarfing
down his manhood to the statare of »
sorf, they will find the cry: “l wn sn
American citizen” clothed with even
more than Roman power. Nol This ia
neither & war for the threldom of loyal
citizens, nor yet a war for reduging sov-
ereign Btates to menial provinges,

will resume the reins of government
again, Counstitutious, local laws aud do-
wiestic institutions, not lapsed, but simply
saspended, will be restored as of yore,
The glory of cur old flag will Hash out
again, undimmed by the loss or obscura-
tion of & single star.

The radioal change in eur govérnment
so fondly anticipated by some, will never
occur, No central despotism will ever
be inangarated at Washington. ' No
blazing sun of centralized power will rise
over oar eapital to seorch up the channels
of fresborn enterprise at the North, or
throw its larid, blasting beams over deso-
lated fields and deserted hearthstones at
the South, The mild effulgence,—the
gom-like radiance of vur galaxy of stars
will never pale away before any such
fiery luminary, No! The old eoustitu-
tion sud the old Union of our fathers
shall stand, and stend forever! We will
cling to them as fondly as memory elings
to ghildbood’s scenes. We will cling to
them with the tenacity of theivy entwin-
ing the sturdy osk. We will cling to
thém with the desperate emergy of the
storm-wrecked mariner to Lis life-boat.
But grant that ounr. vietorious army
will svon . sweep the land of armed re-
bellion, that unconditional sabmission to
Federal suthority shall be everywhere
exhibited; grant that the hundreds of
thousands of citizen soldiers shall have
left the army lines to resame their ac
customed peaceful avocations ; that mar-
tial law shall have dissppearnd, and the
military have beecome subservient to the
civit power. Muach will have been ac-
complished, but more will remain atill
uofinished. The great work of esdusating
our people back inte & fraternal witon will
require the patient, persistent efforts of
all patriots, philanthropists sad Christ-
isns. .
Lot ns but essay the task, and we shiall
then discover how fearfully onr nation
has drifted from the anchorage of - both
vonstitutional and municipal law. * How
wide has been our depaiture from the
brotherhood of our, fathers, and what a
frightfol gulf of euvy, malice, hatred
and {all unoharitableness, now ' yawns
from the Atlantic to the Pacific across
that fair heritage our sires luqudlud
to us.

To bridge over that gulf, by Illoln-
sons of peace, forbearance and merey, by
acts of coneilistion and  deeds of kind:
noss, Lo restors that. brotherhood to the
old-time fraternal intimscy by wovial in-
teraourse and Christian charity, and to
Bring back the heaving dnd tossing Mme
of detnoralized socisty fo the old’ anchbr-
age ground ‘of obediencd to hw, “and
yeverenes for efvil nﬁ;drﬁy. W I z:ur
Roc apus eal.” '

For tmut;-ﬁrq years hun rpea, hlsc
pestilent rats, applied, ti:eululvn masidu
ously to the task of gnawing, mnd,r,
one by one, the ties ooqapinggmql;,.
the Toves of kindred, the amenities of
sopial intergourse, the sordialities of
fnqu. the ondnrmm of beiqllu
communion, aqd tbe ‘uip im of eom:
mon memories of the_past, comuon wa-
| oia) interestin the prosent, snd m&w’-
hopes, for, the, fagare,
strands composing the of
can institations must rest, and without
“.““.m:l B “r;l-'rr.". nrd

By

punish the individoal, or forféit his prap- |

Whén the shadow of this terrible re-|
bellion shall lift before the advanciog|
eolumn of our Union army, loyal citizens |

the | rovisit the llciam

fraternal naion, mwﬁ':bm;'ﬁﬂmm’

| slinll sngoessfolly bind, as of yore, the
extremitios ol this republic 1o its; center
and . that center to freedom. As the
logical azd inevitable resalt of this an.
tagouism in place of brotherhiood, this
antipathy in lien of friendship, snd this
maliguant hatred for Christisn charity,
wen slackened their hold upon law and
lost their reverence for civil authority.
A leading axiom in our Declaration of
! Independence was pronewncedat the Bouth,
& rhetorical flowrvak withont foundation in
fuct, whilst th®" eonstitution itself has
been long und publicly denounced st the
North as & “covehant with hell 1"
Beyond this, ignorant aud depraved
men iu both sections, kave opeuly sooffed
at the biading force and obligations bf
law; whilst at the North, striplings in
learhing, neophytes in politics, and tyros
in jurisprudence, have jeered at ailjudica-
tious by onr highest courts, aud aided in
placing on the stutute books of a dozen

the provisions and obstruet the execntion
of walid Federal laws of the Union.

Whio shall say, then, that the culmin-
ating paint. of our natioual safety and
glory. bad not already been resched and
passed before the sccession ordinapee of
South Carolina? 'Who shall presume to
date the period of ‘s Usion dissolved” as
recently as the asssult upon ourflag st
Sumpter? Long ere that the eléments
of ruin were rife in the land. Tl war
va but an wphaaval, an ontburat of lava, from
the voleanic fires below ! Happy for as if
itd desolating march shall he arresled, ere
wild disorder and fearful aoarchy sball
hold high carnival in our midst!

The lesson is this, as you ‘will find" it
along the track of time, graven upon the
mouldering sepulehres of extinet nation-
alities: - Prosperity will not visit, and
peace will not reside with that peaple,
wherever found, who habitnally mock at
law and despise civil anthority.

This picture is no illusion of fapey=it
is no ohimera of a distempered brain! It
is the life-like, warm and palpitatiog
image of many a bloody original. Par-
don me a moment longer on this point,
while spesking from recollection, but, I
believe, with historical sccuracy :

When the laws of “the Saba men of
Persin ceased to be regarded, and their
decisions to be respected, the sceptre de-
parted from the race. When " the Ori-
ental Magi” lost the monarch's ear in
Babylon and ceased to dispense justice at
her gafes, the throne toppled to fts fall,
and the Assyrian  gov Jornment passed
away. When the counsels of 1.onginm
were overrnled, and his laws no longer
heeded by the haughty lords of Palmyra,
that monstrous city, whose gilded tomple
of the sun rivaled the noontide effulgence
of that grand luminary, fell beneath the
ficree assailt of "f{r;mm logions, and her
captive Queen, Zenobis, was led in chains
to grace the conqueror’s triumph, YWhen
the laws of Lyenrgus were lost to Sparta,
uhe lost hersell. When tarbulent Jewish
factions refused to bave their Sanhedrim
axpound - the books of the Hebwrew law,
Jerusalem was sacked and the nation
perished,  When the Areopagus of

funetions and allowed the mob toadjudge
her philosophers worthy of death; Athens
hersell perished, and Greeco passed into
history. And when the popnlace trampled
apon . tha law of tha twelve Aables; and
the deotoes of the Roman Sepate werd
powerloss ngafuit fmob yiolbnéd"or the
Quirinal, the glory of the land of Ceerg,
Maroellus a0 Cato . suffered: s total
eclipse, and the ‘tessclnted: pavenients of
the Eteraal City resounded ito theita-
nultsous tramp of . her Vomhl qunl»
ars, ' .
Blinll the ndumnﬁould’ 1h pﬁt still
fall apon tlie wnbosiling American sars!
RBliall our wisg tided- footataps sontinte lo

the timo. mow fully come (when we, an s
poople, will listen td the 'expeatulations,
whe prophetic teachings of Washington?
In thers nothing in the deep tolling,:the |
startling poals of J efferson's Vine-bell by | .
night” (o arouse us to new sdergy; and
united effore?  Lict us vetrace ade staps | 7
and regain the road- -th-dnul'lwlu
“to Union; Mberty ldl!‘ W“’IM us

ohi' ﬁhl_‘h&lw

ersed. Lgt, ui re- it ore
governmental faith, aud u lun .
i ma.mm

ism.  Let ue again tbenr q
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are now being thrust upon os st evesy
turn, and by every movement of ewr
army. * Their practical and satisfactory
solption can only be found in & resort to
the principles anderlying the whole stres-
tare of our goverument, if the poliey to

lboin;ugurnml contemplates the main-

tenaunce of the old system, the old com-
stitution snd Union,

"The evidences are overwhelming thes
the northern public will divide, as hereto-
{ore, and that, too, upon the very testof
the government as now administered.—
To 4 cousiderable secticn of the republi-
ran party, and especially to thoss whe
assume to clLampion its principles, the
policy of President Lincoln, in his closs
adhesion to the constitution, in bis un-

States, enactments designed to unllify |

Aftiens abdicated their high . judicial |-
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shaken fidelity to the Union, in his ex-
pressed anxiety to act under law, snd in
his condoct of the war, with a sole refer-
ence to its only legitimate objecs, Ase
boen highly disploasing,

Aud now that the question is made, as
to what shiall be the sfetis of the govern-
ment and the Union when peace is re-
stored, many of those same leaders, and
the radical abolition press, with Groeley's
Tridune at their head, boldly ignore the
old eomptitution, aud repudiste the ol
Umion. - This question must be referred
to and wettled by the people. It in ovi-
dent, then, that & resort to the ballet-box
must be had,

Parly organigations must be renewed,
snd party platforms adopted, at least so
far a8 to test the fealty of voters to the
time-honored work cof our fathers. There
can be no neutral, no middle ground on
this issue, Alen must now arrange them-
selves politieally either for or against the
old Union. The new government flag is
already unfurled with its disuoion snd
treasonable motto, “ No Union with slepe-
holders.” Its adLerents are, therefore,
not only hostile to the old constitution
and Union, but are and have beemall
along hostile to the President and his
sdbering Cabinet—hostile to the paliey
of the war—hostile to the retentien of
the border States in the Union, and hos-
tile to all our conservative Generals sad
troops—exulting in none of onr battles
fought since Bull Run and Ball's Bluff,
and sorely ohagrined st our splendid vie-
toriea recently achioved, since their evi-
dent tendency is to bring pesce to our
borders by the restoration of the Union
as it was,

As this same radical class have bith-

erto manifested an equal repugnance to
any peaceable separation between the
free and the slave Btatos, it is evident
that their desire and design from the
start has been to force the war into ome
of eonquest and subjugation—to drive
out the adhering border States—then to
declare a forfeiture, by fifteen States of
this Union, of all their rights of equality,
sovereignty and independence ; to wipe
out all their organic and municipal laws
and institations, to emanvipate the slaves,
to reduge and degrade the loyal white
citizons to the same political and sosial
status, and then, from the central throne
at Washington, to govern the whols as
Territorial dependencias.
,Wae at the North have had faith in the
loyaity and Union-loving sentimests of
the conservative wing of the republican
party. How large a soction of that party
is thus abolitionized we know not. Thet
conservative mon of that party can ne
longer fraternize or stand upon the same
platform with these disunion radioals, we
readily belisve. With snch affiliation
and such w oreed, it will be impossible
for them, even nominally, Lo pretend to
stand by President Lincoln, as he stande
by the constitution and the Uniom

‘We hold it settled, then, that the re-
poblican party stands virtnally rent ia
iwain—a house divided ageinst iteelf,
powarim to provent its own full, muoh
‘o furnivh 's Union-saving phlﬁ-
for, the nation, sad yet such & M
wust be had, and & majority party
iad. -ub standiog faitly up
w-lh nﬂh " H.
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